
Report 4 
Question : What does the I Ching reveal to us about the recurrent emergence in the 

History of Humanity, of totalitarian and despotic regimes likely to seriously destabilize 

a great part of the civilization?  

Date : 21.03.22 /12.04.22 

Number of participants : 169 

Average statistical frequency of each hexagram : 2 or 3 times (169/64 = 2.64) 

Distribution of the hexagrams 

 

Figure 1 Distribution of the hexagrams according to their occurrence. 

The graph shows on the horizontal axis the numbers of the hexagrams and on the vertical 

axis their respective occurrences. In blue the number of times that the corresponding 

hexagram was recorded, in green the average occurrence of each hexagram when they are 

considered all equiprobable (average value equal to 2.64.). The red line delimits the 

hexagrams which show an occurrence higher than the double, or almost, of the average 

value. 

They are the hexagrams 7,30,37,44,45,51,60. They are clearly predominant and represent 

more than 25 % of all the drawings whereas they should be close to 10 % (=7/64) 

  



The predominant hexagrams 

Hex # 
 

Occurrences 
absolut 

Occurrences 
% 

Occurrences 
consolidated 

30 Filet d'Oiseleur (Lumière) 7 4.14% 4.14% 

45 Réunion 7 4.14% 8.28% 

51 Ebranler 7 4.14% 12.43% 

37 Gens du Clan 6 3.55% 15.98% 

43 Se Montrer Résolu 6 3.55% 19.53% 

60 Mesure 6 3.55% 23.08% 

63 Après l’accomplissement 5 2.96% 26.04% 

7 Armée 5 2.96 28.9 % 

Table 1  The 6 predominant hexagrams (exceed 2 times the average value) 

This fourth experiment yields a ꭓ2 test value that places the risk of error within 10%.  

Interpretation of the ꭓ2 test remains tricky, as noted in previous reports. The ꭓ2 test is 

essentially quantitative and only analyzes quantitative deviations from a theoretical mean. In 

the case of our experiment, the meaning of the predominant hexagrams as well as their 

structural relationships play a remarkable, very important role. The reflections which follow, 

show tracks to be followed to analyze collective draws such as ours. 

Proposal of semantic analysis 
In a more detailed analysis, it will be necessary to consider also the mutant lines of these 

hexagrams and to take into account the derivatives. 

Hexagrams 45 and 37 are predominant, both describing a gathering around a common 

project or idea. The relationship with question 4 is suggestive enough. 

According to Maud Kristen1, the general meaning of Hexagram 45 is the following: 

"The time has come to experience communion around a permanent center that channels our 

emotions. Let us look for what connects us and gives meaning to our lives. Let us invest 

ourselves in what transcends us and allows us to reaffirm our identity. Let's channel the 

multitude of forces within us that are looking for a center. Let us accept the need to have a 

reference and a rite that transcends our individual desire." 

And according to the same source, the general meaning of hexagram 37 is given back by: 

"Tribe (Clan People) suggests that we integrate ourselves into a community, that we merge 

into a larger whole to serve it with tenacity and self-sacrifice. Gathered around common 

values that form shared roots, let us situate ourselves within a history that goes beyond our 

individual adventure. As a link between past and future generations, we must tame our ego 

to become part of the group.  

It seems that Hexagram 37 proposes a greater intimacy and interiority in this search for 

individual participation in a collective project. This distinction is found in the structure of 

nuclear families. 

 

 
1 Maud Kristen Développez votre sixième sens par le Yin Jing / 2011 Presses du Châtelet. (free 
translated) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 Nuclear families of hexagrams 53 and 64 

Indeed the hexagram 45 has as nuclear of first degree the 53, which is in the nuclear family 

of the 64 with the hexagram 37. Thus its nuclear hexagram of second degree is the same as 

the nuclear hexagram of first degree of 37. 

This hierarchy in the formation of the nuclear hexagrams of 45 and 37 reflects the similarity 

of the two corresponding texts. 

Hexagram 30 speaks about the danger of the glare. Still according to Maud Kristen: 

"Dazzled by the light, it is important not to consume ourselves by giving in to impatience or 

by becoming the plaything of thoughtless impulses.... Let us no longer use our ideals as 

opium but as beacons to be reached at the end of a journey." 

While Hexagram 60 praises good boundaries: 

"The necessary basis for any action is to establish its framework. Its contours define and 

protect it as our skin contains and insulates us from aggressions....: Let us know how to set 

limits that are not the bars of a prison but a solid channel for our actions." 

The difference between these two hexagrams is also expressed through nuclear structures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3 Nuclear families of hexagrams 28, 27  

The respective nuclear hexagrams are opposites, for hexagram 30 seeking to avoid 

situations that cause dangerous overload and for hexagram 60 seeking true spiritual or 

material nourishment. Here also the pairings with the question are apparent. 

 

  



The silent hexagrams 
Finally 6 hexagrams do not appear (as situation hexagram). 

Hex # 
 

Occurrences 
absolut 

Occurrence
s % 

Occurrences 
consolidated 

3 Difficulté initiale 0 0.00%  

10 Démarche 0 0.00%  

39 Obstruction 0 0.00%  

56 Voyageur 0 0.00%  

57 Se Modeler 0 0.00%  

62 Petit Excès 0 0.00%  

Tableau 1 The silent hexagrams  

These "silent" hexagrams that do not appear are in fact "active" through structural 
relationships between them and the predominant hexagrams, as shown in the structural 
analysis. 

 

Structural analysis 
Hexagram 30 is the pre-heaven of 51 and both are predominant.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4 pre-heaven family of hexagram 1/30/51/ 52 and nuclear family of hexagram 39 

The nuclear hexagram of 51 is 39, which is a silent hexagram.   

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5 pre-heaven family of hexagram 43/37/24/39 and nuclear family of hexagram 64 

The silent hexagram 39 is the pre-heaven hexagram 43 which is the pre-heaven of 

hexagram 37, two predominant hexagrams. These three hexagrams are also in the right 

order of the pre-heaven, which corresponds to a probability of 1/120 (0.83% or 0.008).  



The two predominant hexagrams 63 and 37 share the same nuclear as the silent hexagram 

39. Therefore the silent Hexagram 39 has several connections with the predominant 

hexagrams 51 and 37.  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6 pre-heaven family of hexagram 19/48/45/59 

Hexagram 60 is the reversal of hexagram 59 whose pre-heaven is hexagram 45, both 

predominant. Moreover the opposite of hexagram 60 is hexagram 56, which is silent.  

Hexagram 30, predominant, is of the same nuclear family as hexagrams 62 and 56, both 

silent hexagrams. The relationship between hexagrams 56 and 60 is found here in this 

context of nuclear family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7 Nuclear families of hexagram 28 and 27 

The predominant hexagram 60 and the hexagram 61, reversed from the silent hexagram 62 

are of the nuclear family of the hexagram 27, as well as the hexagram 29, opposite from the 

predominant hexagram 30.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8 pre-heaven familiy 7/60/28/20 and nuclear family of hexagram 24 

Hexagram 7 is the pre-heaven hexagram 60, both predominant. Moreover hexagram 7 has 

the same nuclear as hexagram 4 reversed from silent hexagram 3. Hexagrams 7, 60 (two 

predominant) and 28 are of the same pre-heaven family and hexagram 28 links, as nuclear 

hexagram the silent hexagrams 56 and 62.    



Probabilities of the families of the anterior or nuclear sky 

 

For a given hexagram, what is the probability that a second randomly chosen hexagram 

belongs to the same anterior or nuclear sky family? 

In a nuclear or pre-heaven family there are 4 hexagrams. If the Hexy hexagram is given 

there are 3 left that can be chosen out of 63 remaining hexagrams. The probability Pyn that 

the new hexagram Hexn belongs to the same family as Hexy is thus 

𝑃𝑦𝑛 =
3

63
   

 

𝑃𝑦𝑛~
3

60
=

1

20
= 5% 

 

Two hexagrams drawn at random have a 5% chance of belonging to the same nuclear or 

pre-heaven family. 

In the case of the pre-heaven, it is necessary to consider the order of distribution of the 

hexagrams. The four hexagrams can be organized according to 24 possible alignments (four 

elements thus 24 possible permutations 4x3x2). If only two hexagrams are considered, there 

will be 2 different possibilities to organize them and only one is valid. Thus the probability that 

two hexagrams are in the same family of the pre-heaven and in the right order is 

𝑃𝑦𝑛~
3

60
×

1

2
=

1

40
= 2.5% = 0.025 

Let a third hexagram also drawn at random Hexr, what is its probability to belong to this 

family? 

The two remaining candidates are chosen on a set of 62 hexagrams. The probability that the 

3 hexagrams Hexy, Hexn, Hexr belong to the same family is given by 

𝑃𝑦𝑛𝑟 = 𝑃𝑦𝑛 ×
2

62
 

𝑃𝑦𝑛𝑟 ~𝑃𝑦𝑛 ×
2

60
 = 𝑃𝑦𝑛 ×

1

30
=

1

20
×

1

30
 ~0.16 % 

Finally the probability that a fourth hexagram chosen at random belongs to the same nuclear 

or pre-heaven family, Hexy, Hexn, Hexr, Hexs is given by 

𝑃𝑦𝑛𝑟𝑠 = 𝑃𝑦𝑛𝑟 ×
1

61
 ~ 𝑃𝑦𝑛𝑟 ×

1

60
=

1

20
×

1

30
×

1

60
 ~0.003 % 

If the order is also considered, this value is further divided by 24. 

 

 


